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Supplementary Annex 1. Script of the survey.

Thank you for agreeing to participate to this survey. It will take around 5 minutes of your time.
We are investigating modalities of screening for systemic sclerosis (SSc)-related Interstitial Lung Disease (ILD) and how patients 
are followed-up after their SSc-ILD diagnosis.

1. On the first consultation with an SSc patient, do you screen for ILD with chest HRCT at baseline?
a. Yes, always / in >90% of cases (e.g., do only not order new HRCT if a very recent one is available)
b. Yes, but according to clinical judgement (e.g., only if patients present with symptoms/signs suspicious for ILD)
c. No, I do not screen for SSc-ILD with HRCT.

2. If you selected “Yes, but according to clinical judgement”, which of the following parameter(s) would drive you to  o r d e r 
the HRCT? More than one answer is possible.

a. FVC < 80% predicted
b. DLco <80% predicted
c. FVC decline >10% or FVC decline 5-9% + DLco decline >15% since previous assessment
d. Presence of dyspnoea at rest
e. Presence of dyspnoea on exertion
f. Hypoxemia at rest (SpO2<96%)
g. Hypoxemia after exercise (SpO2 <94%)
h. Presence of dry cough
i. Presence of crackles on lung auscultation
j. Higher risk antibody profile (i.e., anti-topoisomerase I)
k. High risk cutaneous subset (i.e., diffuse skin involvement)
l. Other features (please specify)
m. NOT APPLICABLE

3. We have an additional question to the colleagues who replied to the question “On the first consultation with an SSc patient, do 
you screen for ILD with chest HRCT at baseline?” with

- “Yes, but according to clinical judgement (e.g., only if patients present with symptoms/signs suspicious for ILD)” 
or 
- “No, I do not screen for SSc-ILD with HRCT.”

Which are the reasons for not performing a baseline screening for SSc-ILD with HRCT? More than one answer is possible.
a. Cost reasons (i.e., HRCT is not covered by the local health system)
b. Administrative reasons (i.e., I don’t have an HRCT available locally; long waiting list)
c. Scientific reasons (i.e., I think there is no sufficient scientific evidence to support it)
d. Clinical Reasons (i.e., I prefer to rely on clinical suspicion, therefore perform a “diagnostic” HRCT)
e. Ethical Reasons (i.e., I don’t want to expose patients to radiations or patient refusal)
f. Other, specify __________________________________

4. If a patient has a negative (ILD not detectable) chest HRCT at baseline, how do you screen for ILD with HRCT during 
follow-up?

a. I repeat a screening chest HRCT every year (regardless if full CT, reduced slices, low resolution, etc.)
b. I repeat a screening HRCT according to clinical judgement (i.e., if new onset/worsening of symptoms/signs suspicious for 

ILD)
c. I do not screen for SSc-ILD during follow-up visits or use other tests only (i.e., PFTs, 6MWT, X-ray, lung ultrasound, etc.)

5. If you selected “I repeat a screening HRCT according to clinical judgement”, which of the following parameter(s) would 
drive you to a repeated screening? More than one answer is possible.

a. New decline of FVC <80% predicted
b. New decline of DLco <80% predicted
c. New relative FVC decline >10% or relative FVC decline 5-9% + relative DLco decline >15% since previous assessment
d. New onset of dyspnoea at rest or worsening dyspnoea at rest
e. New onset of dyspnoea on exertion or worsening dyspnoea on exertion
f. Hypoxemia at rest (SpO2<96%)
g. Hypoxemia after exercise (SpO2 <94%)
h. New onset/worsening of dry cough
i. New onset/worsening of crackles on lung auscultation
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j. Higher risk antibody profile (i.e., anti-topoisomerase I)
k. High risk cutaneous subset (i.e., diffuse skin involvement)
l. Other features (please specify)
m. NOT APPLICABLE

6. Once a patient is diagnosed with SSc-ILD on HRCT, do you perform chest HRCT for ILD follow-up?
a. I perform a follow-up HRCT on SSc-ILD patients every year (regardless if full CT, reduced slices, low resolution, etc.)
b. I perform a follow-up HRCT on SSc-ILD patients according to clinical judgement.
c. I don’t repeat HRCTs and perform other tests only (i.e., PFTs, 6MWT, X-ray, lung ultrasound, etc.)

7. If you selected “I perform a follow-up HRCT according to clinical judgement”, which of the following parameter(s) would 
drive you? More than one answer is possible.

a. New decline of FVC < 80% predicted
b. New decline of DLco <80% predicted
c. New relative FVC decline >10% or relative FVC decline 5-9% + DLco decline >15% since previous assessment
d. New onset dyspnoea at rest or worsening dyspnoea at rest
e. New onset dyspnoea on exertion or worsening dyspnoea on exertion
f. Hypoxemia at rest (SpO2<96%)
g. Hypoxemia after exercise (SpO2 <94%)
h. New onset/worsening dry cough
i. New onset/worsening of crackles on lung auscultation
j. Higher risk antibody status (i.e., anti-topoisomerase I)
k. High risk cutaneous subset (i.e., diffuse skin involvement)
l. Test the effect of ILD medications
m. Other features (please specify)
n. NOT APPLICABLE

8. Thank you for your time. We plan to submit the results of this survey as a manuscript. As we would like to perform some 
analysis and acknowledge your contribution, please reply to some additional details:

- Your name:
- E-mail address
- Institution:
- City:
- Country:

- What is your working environment (you can select more than 1 option)?
	 £ University Hospital
	 £ Community Hospital
	 £ Private Hospital
	 £ Out-patient Clinic (Private or Public) 
	 £ other, specify _______________________ 

- What is your specialty?
	 £ Rheumatology
	 £ Clinical Immunology
	 £ Internal Medicine
	 £ Dermatology
	 £ Other, specify _______________

- Is your centre an SSc-referral center? Y/N
- How many SSc patients are you following in your whole cohort? 
- How many new SSc patients do you see, on average, per year?
- Are you a member of:

o EUSTAR
o SCTC
o Both EUSTAR and SCTC
o None
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These results are reported on behalf of 
the EUSTAR and SCTC communities, 
and we thank all the participants to the 
survey and the EUSTAR/SCTC col-
laborators.

We list those who provided with per-
sonal details, in alphabetical order:

Alja J. Stel, UMCG, Groningen, The Neth-
erlands.
Alain Lescoat, Rennes University Hospital, 
Rennes, France.
Alessandra Vacca, Rheumatology Unit, 
University Hospital of Cagliari, Cagliari, 
Italy.
Alessandro Giollo, Rheumatology Section, 
Department of Medicine, University of Ve-
rona, Verona, Italy.
Alessandro Tomelleri, San Raffaele Hospi-
tal, Milan, Italy.
Alexandra Balbir, Rambam, Haifa, Israel.
Alexandre Voskuyl, Amsterdam umc, Am-
sterdam, The Netherlands.
Alfredo Guillén-Del-Castillo, Hospital Uni-
versitari Vall d’Hebron, Barcelona, Spain.
Amelia Spinella, AOU of Modena, Univer-
sity of Modena and Reggio Emilia, Mod-
ena, Italy.
Ana Catarina Duarte, hospital Garcia de 
Orta, Almada, Portugal.
Ana Maria Gheorghiu, Carol Davila Uni-
versity, Bucharest, Romania.
Andrea Lo Monaco, AOU Ferrara, Italy.
Andreu Fernandez-Codina, University of 
Western Ontario, London, Canada.
Anna Wojteczek, Medical Univeristy of 
Gdańsk, Gdańsk, Poland.
Antonella Riccardi, University of Campa-
nia “Luigi Vanvitelli”, Naples, Italy.
Antonietta Gigante, Sapienza University, 
Rome, Italy.
Ariane Herrick, University of Manchester, 
Manchester, United Kingdom.
Barbara Ruaro, Pulmonology Department 
University Hospital of Cattinara, Trieste, 
Italy.
Barbara Russo, Hôpitaux Universitaires de 
Genève (HUG), Geneva, Switzerland. 
Bashar Kahaleh, University of Toledo, To-
ledo, USA.
Beatriz Joven,  Hospital Universitario 12 
Octubre, Madrid, Spain. 
Bernard Imbert, Grenoble University Hos-
pital, Grenoble, France.
Bertrand Dunogué, Hopital Cochin, Paris, 
France.
Branimir Anić, Division of Clinical Im-
munology and Rheumatology, Department 
of Internal Medicine, University Hospital 
Centre Zagreb, Croatia.

Brian Skaug, UT Health Science Center, 
Houston, Texas, USA.
Brigitte Granel, APHM, Marseille, France.
Carina Mihai, University Hospital Zurich, 
Switzerland.
Carmen Maria Tineo Rodriguez, Hospital 
Regional Universitario Jose Maria Cabral y 
Baez, Santiago, Dominican Republic.
Carmen Pilar Simeón-Aznar, Vall d’Hebron 
Hospital, Barcelona, Spain.
Carolina Muller, Rheumatology Unit, Fed-
eral University of Parana, Curitiba, Brazil. 
Cecilia Varju, University of Pécs, Hungary.
Cho Mar Lwin, University of Medicine 
Mandalay, Mandalay, Myanmar.
Christian Agard, CHU NANTES, Nantes, 
France.
Christoffer Tandrup Nielsen, Department 
of Rheumatology, Rigshospitalet, Copen-
hagen University Hospital, Copenhagen, 
Denmark.
Christopher Denton, Royal Free Hospital, 
London, UK.
Cordina Ancuta, Clinical Rheabilitation 
Hospital, University of Medicine and Phar-
macy “Grigore T Popa”, Iasi, Romania.
Corrado Campochiaro, San Raffaele Hos-
pital, Milan, Italy.
Cristiane Kayser, Universidade Federal de 
São Paulo, São Paulo, Brazil.
Daniel Brito de Araujo, Universidade Fed-
eral de Pelotas, Brazil.
Daniel E. Furst, University of California in 
Los Angeles, CA, USA.
Daniele Allali, Geneva University Hospi-
tal, Geneva, Switzerland.
Devis Benfaremo, Università Politecnica 
delle Marche, Ancona, Italy.
Dilia Giuggioli, University of Modena and 
Reggio Emilia, Modena, Italy,
Doron Rimar, Bnai zion medical center, 
Haifa, Israel.
Dorota Krasowska, Department of Derma-
tology, Venereology and Paediatric Derma-
tology Medical University of Lublin Pae-
diatric Dermatology Medical University of 
Lublin, Poland.
Douwe J. Mulder, UMCG Groningen, The 
Netherlands,
Edoardo Rosato, Sapienza University of 
Rome, Italy.
Elisabetta Zanatta, Azienda Ospedaliera di 
Padova, Italy.
Emmanuel Chatelus, University Hospital of 
Hautepierre, Strasbourg, France.
Emmanuel Ledoult, CHU, Hôpital, Claude 
Huriez, Service de Médecine Interne, Lille, 
France.
Enrico De Lorenzis, Catholic University of 
the Sacred Heart, Rome, Italy.
Enrico Selvi, Rheumatology Unit-AOUS 
Siena, Italy.

Eric Hachulla, Lille University, France.
Esthela Loyo, Hospital Regional Universi-
tario Jose Ma Cabral Baez, Santiago, Do-
minican Republic.
Eugene J. Kucharz, Medical University of 
Silesia, Katowice, Poland.
Eugenia Bertoldo, University of Verona, 
Italy.
Fabiana Montoya, Hospital JM Ramos Me-
jia , Buenos Aires, Argentina.
Fabio Cacciapaglia, University Hospital, 
Bari, Italy.
Fermín González, Tree Top Hospital, Huh-
lumale, Male. 
Figen Yargucu Zihni, 159 (Ege University 
Faculty of Medicine), Bornova, Turkey.
Florenzo Iannone, Rheumatology Unit, 
University of Bari, Italy.
Francesco Benvenuti, Azienda Ospedaliera 
di Padova, Italy.
Francesco Del Galdo, Scleroderma Pro-
gramme, NIHR Biomedical Research Cen-
tre, University of Leeds, UK.
Francesco Masini, Università degli Studi 
della Campania “L. Vanvitelli”, Naples, 
Italy.
Francesco Porta, Pistoia, Italy.
Gabriella Szucs, University of Debrecen, 
Institute of Medicine, Department of Rheu-
matologyn, Debrecen, Hungary.
García de la Peña Lefebvre Paloma, Fun-
dación Instituto Inmunes, Madrid, Spain. 
Gene-Siew Ngian, Monash Health, Mel-
bourne, Australia.
Gerard Espinosa, Hospital Clinic, Barce-
lona, Spain.
Giacomo De Luca, San Raffaele Hospital, 
Milan, Italy.
Gianluca Bagnato, University of Messina, 
Italy.
Giovanna Cuomo, UOC Medicina Interna, 
Università della Campania “L. Vanvitelli”, 
Naples, Italy.
Giuseppe Murdaca, University of Genova, 
Italy.
Giuseppina Abignano, University of Leeds, 
UK.
Hadi Poormoghim, Firoozgar Hospital, 
Tehran, Iran.
Hidekata Yasuoka, Fujita Health Univer-
sity, Toyoake, Nagoya, Japan.
Inge Juul Sørensen, University of Copenha-
gen, Denmark.
Iulia Szabo, University of Medicine and 
Pharmacy “Iuliu Hatieganu” , Cluj-Napoca, 
Romania.
Ivan Castellví, Hospital Universitari de la 
Santa Creu i Sant Pau, Barcelona, Spain.
James Seibold, Scleroderma Research Con-
sultants, Aiken, USA.
Jennifer Walker, Flinders Medical Centre, 
Adelaide, Australia.
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Jeske de Vries-Bowstra, Leiden University 
Medical Center, Leiden, The Netherlands.
Jessica Gordon, Hospital for Special Sur-
gery, New York, USA.
Joanne Sahhar, Monash Health, Monash 
University, Clayton, Melbourne, Australia
Joerg Henes, University Hospital Tuebin-
gen, Germany.
Josephine Vila, Freeman Hospital, Newcas-
tle upon Tyne NHS trust, Newcastle, UK.
Juan José Alegre Sancho, Hospital Univer-
sitari Dr Peset, València, Spain.
Julia Spierings, UMC Utrecht, The Neth-
erlands.
Kaushik Bhojani, Kennisha Rheumatology 
Care & Diagnostics, Mumbai, India.
Khin Lei Lei Aung, University of Medicine 
1, Yangon, Myanmar.
László Czirják, Deartment of Rheumatol-
ogy and Immunology, Medical School, 
University of Pecs, Hungary.
Launay David, Université de Lille, France.
Laura Belloli, ASST GOM Niguarda, Mi-
lan, Italy.
Laura Cometi, AOU Careggi, SOD Reuma-
tologia, Florence, Italy.
Laura Ross, St Vincent’s Hospital, Mel-
bourne, Australia.
Lisa Lancaster, Vanderbilt, Nashville, USA
Lisa Spencer, Liverpool University Hospi-
tals NHS FT, Aintree site, Liverpool, UK.
Litinsky Irena, Tel Aviv Medical Center, Tel 
Aviv, Israel. 
Liudmila Garzanova, V.A. Nasonova Re-
search Institute of Rheumatology, Moscow, 
Russia.
Lorenzo Beretta, Scleroderma Unit, Fon-
dazione IRCCS Ca’ Granda Ospedale Mag-
giore Policlinico, Milan, Italy.
Lorenzo Dagna, IRCCS Hospital San Raf-
faele, Milan, Italy.
Madelon Vonk, Radboudumc, Nijmegen, 
the Netherlands.
Małgorzata Michalska-Jakubus, Medical 
University, Department of Dermatology, 
Lublin, Poland.
Marcin Milchert, Pomeranian Medical Uni-
versity in Szczecin, Poland.
Marco Bardelli, UOC Reumatologia, Uni-
versity of Siena, Italy.
Marco Matucci-Cerinic, University of 
Florence, Italy.
Maria De Santis, Humanitas Clinical and 
Research Center IRCCS, Rozzano, Italy.
María Fernanda, UBA, Buenos Aires, Ar-
gentina.
Maria Grazia Lazzaroni, Spedali Civili, 
Brescia, Italy.
Maria João Salvador, University Hospital, 
Coimbra, Portugal.
Maria Laura Groseanu, Santa Maria Clini-
cal Hospital, Bucharest, Romania.

Maria Martin Lopez, Hospital Universitar-
io 12 de Octubre, Madrid, Spain.
Marie Hudson, McGill University, Mon-
treal, Canada.
Marie-Elise Truchetet, Bordeaux Univer-
sity Hospital, Bordeaux, France.
Marina E Anderson, Lancaster University 
& Liverpool University Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust, Liverpool, UK.
Marko Barešić, University Hospital Center 
Zagreb, Croatia.
Martin Michaud, Hopital Joseph Ducuing, 
Toulouse, France.
Mary E. Csuka, Medical College of Wis-
consin, Milwaukee, WI, USA.
Masataka Kuwana, Nippon Medical 
School, Tokyo, Japan.
Matteo Piga, Università di Cagliari, Mon-
serrato, Italy.
Matthew Lammi, LSU Health Sciences 
Center, New Orleans, USA.
Maura Couto, CHTV, Viseu, Portugal. 
Maureen Mayes, University of Texas Health 
Science Center, Houston, Texas, USA.
Maurizio Benucci, Rheumatology Unit 
S.Giovanni di Dio Hospital, Florence, Italy.
Maurizio Cutolo, Division of Rheumatol-
ogy, Department of Internal Medicine, Uni-
versity of Genova, Italy.
Melissa Griffith, University of Colorado, 
Aurora, USA.
Michael Hughes, Sheffield Teaching Hospi-
tals NHS Foundation Trust, Sheffield, UK.
Michaela Köhm, Rheumatology Depart-
ment, Goethe-University Frankfurt, Frank-
furt/Main, Germany.
Michele Iudici, Geneva University Hospi-
tals, Rheumatology Unit, Geneva, Switzer-
land.
Mickael Essouma, Faculty of Medicine and 
Biomedical Sciences, Yaoundé, Cameroon.
Mirtha Sabelli, Hospital Italiano de Buenos 
Aires, Buenos Aires, Argentina.
Mislav Radic, University of Split School 
of Medicine, University Hospital of Split, 
Croatia.
Mohammed Akil, Sheffield Teaching Hospi-
tals, Sheffield, UK.
Mohammed Tikly, Chris Hani Baragwanath 
Academic Hospital, Johannesburg, South 
Africa.
Monique Hinchcliff, Yale School of Medi-
cine, New Haven, USA.
Murat Inanc, University of İstanbul, Tur-
key.
Murray Baron, McGill University, Mon-
treal, Canada.
Nezam Altorok, University of Toledo, USA.
Ngandeu Madeleine, Faculty of Medicine 
and Biomedical Sciences, University of Ya-
oundé 1, Yaoundé, Cameroon.
Nicolas Hunzelmann, University of Co-

logne, Germany.
Nicoletta Del Papa, Scleroderma Clinic, 
Rheumatology Department, ASST G. Pini-
CTO, Milan, Italy.
Otylia Kowal-Bielecka, Medical University 
of Bialystok, Poland.
Paolo Airò, Spedali Civili, Brescia, Italy.
Patricia E. Carreira, Hospital Universitar-
io 12 de Octubre, Madrid, Spain.
Patrícia Martins, Hospital de Santa Maria, 
Lisboa, Portugal.
Percival Sampaio-Barros, University of 
São Paulo, Brazil.
Philip Clements, UCLA, Los Angeles, CA, 
USA.
Przemyslaw Kotyla, Deaprtment of Internal 
Medicine and Rheumatology Medical Uni-
versity of Silesia , Katowice, Poland.
Rebecca Hasseli, Kerckhoff-Klinik, Bad 
Nauheim, Germany.
Rita Rugiene, Vilnius University Hospital 
Santaros Clinics, Vilnius, Lithuania.
Robert Spiera, HSS, New York, USA.
Rodriguez-Pintó, Hospital Universitari 
Mutua de Terrassa, Spain.
Roger Hesselstrand, Rheumatology, Lund, 
Sweden.
Rosaria Irace, Universitary Hospital Luigi 
Vanvitelli, Naples, Italy.
Rosario Foti, Rhematology Unit, Vittorio 
Emanuele Hospital, Catania, Italy.
Rucsandra Dobrota, University Hospital 
Zurich, Switzerland.
Sabrina Hoa, University of Montreal, Can-
ada.
Sergey Moiseev, Sechenov University, 
Moscow, Russia.
Shefali Sharma, Postgraduate Institute of 
Medical Education and Research, Chandi-
garh, India.
Simona Rednic, University of Medicine and 
Pharmacy Cluj, Cluj-Napoca, Romania.
Soren Jacobsen, Copenhagen University 
Hospital, Rigshospitalet, Copenhagen, 
Denmark.
Soumya Chatterjee, Cleveland Clinic, 
Cleveland, USA.
Srdan Novak, CHC, Rijeka, Croatia.
Sule Yavuz, Istanbul Bilim University, Is-
tanbul, Turkey.
Susanna Proudman, Royal Adelaide Hospi-
tal, Adelaide, Australia.
Tafazzul H Mahmud, Sheikh Zayed Federal 
Postgraduate Medical Institute, Lahore, Pa-
kistan.
Tânia Santiago, Centro Hospitalr e Univer-
sitário de coimbra, Coimbra, Portugal.
Thierry Martin, Strasbourg University Hos-
pital, Strasbourg, France.
Tohru Takeuchi, Osaka Medical College, 
Takatsuki, Japan.
Tomas Soukup, Division of Rheumatol-
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ogy 2nd Department of Medicine, Hradec 
Králové, Czech Republic.
Tomoaki Higuchi, Tokyo Women’s Medical 
University, Tokyo, Japan.
Tunde Minier, University of Pecs, Hungary.
Ulrich A. Walker, Basel University Hospi-
tal, Basel, Switzerland.
Valentina Messiniti, University Hospital 
Luigi Vanvitelli, Naples, Italy.
Valeria Riccieri, Sapienza University of 
Rome, Italy.
Vera Ortiz-Santamaria, Hospital de 
Granollers, Spain.

Vincent Sobanski, University of Lille, 
France
Virginia Steen, Georgetown University, 
Washington DC, USA.
Vivien Hsu, Rutgers- RWJ Medical School, 
New Brunswick, USA.
Washington Bianchi, Hospital Geral da 
Santa Casa da Misericórdia do Rio de Ja-
neiro, Brazil.
Wendy Stevens, St Vincent’s Hospital Mel-
bourne, Melbourne, Australia.
Yannick Allanore, Université de Paris, 
France.

Yasemin Yalcinkaya, Istanbul University, 
Istanbul Faculty of Medicine, Department 
of Internal Medicine, Division of Rheuma-
tology, Istanbul, Turkey.
Yohei Isomura, Nippon Medical School, 
Tokyo, Japan.
Yolanda Braun Moscovici, Rheumatology 
Institute, Rambam Health Care Campus, 
Haifa, Israel.
Yoshihide Asano, University of Tokyo 
Graduate School of Medicine, Tokyo, Japan
Yossra Atef Suliman, Assiut University 
Hospital, Assiut, Egypt.


