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Search terms included: ankylosing spondylitis; spondylitis; spondylitides; spondyloarthritis;
spondylarthritis; cholesterol; triglycerides (TG); high-density lipoprotein (HDL) cholesterol;
low-density lipoprotein (LDL) cholesterol; lipoproteins; serum lipids
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226 database articles
via PubMed and Embase
(July, n=202. October, n=24. 2021)

19 non-duplicate articles
via OVID Medline and Scopus
(October 2021)
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163 excluded by title or abstract

62 not having controls

36 not assessing AS

30 not assessing lipids

20 reviews without lipid data

5 not written in English

5 editorials without lipid data

3 case reports without controls
2 animal studies
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17 excluded by title or abstract

7 not assessing AS

3 not having controls

3 reviews without lipid data
2 not assessing lipids

1 not written in English

1 animal study
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65 full-text articles
assessed for eligibility
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17 full-text articles excluded

7 RA as only control for AS

7 included lipid-affecting
conditions
3 not having controls

48 articles included
from all databases
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Of 1960 references identified within the
48 included articles, 95 full-text articles
were reviewed for eligibility in the
meta-analysis, yielding
20 eligible articles

— ==

68 total articles

inclhuded from all database review

and reference searches

Supplementary Fig. S1. Flow chart of PubMed, Embase, OVID Medline, and Scopus databases, and reference search for additional eligible articles of
lipids in AS and HC.
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Meta-regression results: Qy = 11.37, df = 1, slope = -0.033, p < .001
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Supplementary Fig. S2. Bubble plot differences for AS minus HC in CRP (X-component) and
triglycerides (Y-component).
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