Letter to Editor Rheumatologz

Reply to A. Ramon et al.

Sirs,

We read with great interest the letter by
Ramon et al. (1). The authors used simi-
lar methodology as described in our pub-
lication (2), trying to define a diagnostic
imaging algorithm for patients with sus-
pected gouty arthritis. The group nicely
adds information on the limitation of our
original study on the fact that we did not
investigate the impact of ultrasound. The
authors conclude that sonography should
be preferred due to the radiation expo-
sure in dual-energy computed tomog-
raphy (DECT) despite being less sensi-
tive. However, its sensitivity could be
increased when tophus detection would
be included as positive finding in addi-
tion to the double-contour sign. We be-
lieve that the results emphasise the use of
ultrasound in gouty arthritis for diagnos-
tic purposes and sonography and DECT
could be used interchangeably depending
on their availability and the experience
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of the sonographer. However, the value
of DECT for therapy response measure-
ments and the role of ultrasonography
for image guided procedures such as
diagnostic and therapeutic joint aspira-
tion should be subject to further inves-
tigations before discussing a revision of
the imaging recommendations in gouty
arthritis.
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