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Purpose and Learning Objectives

In rheumatoid arthritis as in other disease states, quantitative evaluation and documentation of disease status of patients
provides critical data for clinical decision-making. Busy clinicians have found it difficult to collect the quantitative data in a
format that is convenient to use in their practices. This issue of Clinical and Experimental Rheumatology has been designed
to provide an overview of the theory and practice of quantitative patient assessment in rheumatic diseases.

If you read all of the articles in this issue, you should be able to describe and discuss:

1. Approaches to quantitative clinical assessment of patients with rheumatic diseases.
2. Patient self-report questionnaires for clinical research and clinical care.
3. Indices for quantitative clinical assessment of specific rheumatic diseases.
4. Databases in standard clinical care of patients with rheumatoid arthritis in different countries.

CME Accreditation Statement
This journal CME activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the Essentials Areas and Policies of the
Accreditation Council for CME (ACCME) through the joint sponsorship of Vanderbilt University School of Medicine and
Health Report Services.  Vanderbilt University School of Medicine is accredited by the Accreditation Council for CME to
sponsor continuing medical education for physicians.

CME Credit
Vanderbilt University School of Medicine designates this educational activity for a maximum of 20 category 1 credits toward
the AMA Physician’s Recognition Award.  Each article has been certified for 0.5 category 1 credit.  Each physician should
claim only those credits that he/she actually spent in the activity.  

Disclosure Statement
It is the policy of Vanderbilt University School of Medicine that the information presented in Vanderbilt CME activities will
be unbiased and based on scientific evidence.  To help readers make judgments about the presence or absence of bias in this
journal CME activity, disclosure of the financial relationships of authors with commercial entities that produce or market
products or services related to the content of this CME activity, if any, will be made known at the beginning of each article.  In
addition, off-label uses will be identified as such when mentioned in the text of the article.
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