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Reviews

Author: Barnes CG.
Title: Treatment of Behget’s syndrome.
Rheumatology 2006; 45: 245-7.

Authors: Bonfioli AA, Orefice F.
Title: Behcet’s disease.
Semin Ophthalmol 2005; 20: 199-206.

Epidemiology

Authors: Mumcu G, Inanc N, Ergun T, Ikiz K, Gunes M,
Islek U, Yavuz S, Sur H, Atalay T, Direskeneli H.

Title: Oral health related quality of life is affected by disease
activity in Behget’s disease.

Oral Diseases 2006; 12: 145-51.

Summary: According to this cross-sectional study patients
with BS have impaired oral and general health related quali-
ty of life scores compared to healthy controls. Patients with
active disease have significantly impaired quality of life
scores when compared to patients with inactive disease and
to control patients with recurrent oral ulceration. The Turkish
versions of oral healthy related quality of life questionnaires
were also found to be valid and reliable in this study.

Pathogenesis

Authors: Nishiyama M, Takahashi M, Manaka K, Suzuki S,
Saito M, Nakae K.

Title: Microsatellite polymorphisms of the MICA gene
among Japanese patients with Behcet’s disease.

Can J Ophthalmol 2006; 41: 210-5.

Summary: In contrast to previous work, this study did not
find find a difference between patients and controls in the
phenotype frequencies of the MICA allele. On the other
hand, the MICA-AG6 allele showed an association with HLA
B5I.

Authors: Kotter I, Koch S, Vonthein R, Riickwaldt U,
Amberger M, Giinaydin I, Zierhut M, Stiibiger N.

Title: Cytokines, cytokine antagonists and soluble adhesion
molecules in patients with ocular Behcet’s disease treated
with human recombinant interferon alpha 2a. Results of an
open study and review of the literature.

Clin Exp Rheumatol 2005; 23 (Suppl 38): S20-S26.
Summary: Serum of 50 BS patients with severe and resis-

tant uveitis were collected at several time points during inter-
feron alpha 2a treatment. Compared to healthy controls, the
influence of interferon alpha was mainly on cytokine antago-
nists and soluble adhesion molecules.

Authors: Yurdakul S, Hekim N, Soysal T, Fresko I,
Bavunoglu I, Ozbakir F, Tabak F, Melikoglu M, Hamuryu-
dan V, Yazici H.

Title: Fibrinolytic activity and d-dimer levels in Behcet’s
syndrome.

Clin Exp Rheumatol 2005; 23 (Suppl 38): S53-S58.
Summary: Thrombophlebitis is a prominent feature of BS
but whether this is a result of endothelial damage or a defect
in coagulation or fibrinolytic activity or a combination of
them is not well understood. In this cross-sectional study the
levels of tissue type plasminogen activator were significantly
lower in BS patients with acute thrombophlebitis compared
to patients with acute deep vein thrombosis related to other
causes, whereas the levels of plasminogen activator inhibitor
were not different between groups. These results combined
with increased levels of d-dimer may point to impaired fibri-
nolysis in BS.

Authors: Ricart JM, Vaya A, Todoli J, Calvo J, Villa P,
Estelles A, Espana F, Santolaria M, Coralla D, Aznar j.
Title: Thrombophilic risk factors and homocysteine levels in
Behcet’s disease in eastern Spain and their association with
thrombotic events.

Thromb Haemost 2006; 95: 618-24.

Summary: This study found no differences regarding
thrombophilic risk factors between patients with BS and
healthy controls. Three out of 23 patients with throm-
bophlebitis had mutations of the prothrombin G20210A
compared to none of 56 patients without thrombophlebitis.

Authors: Bozoglu E, Dinc A, Erdem H, Pay S, Simsek I,
Kocar IH.

Title: Vascular endothelial growth factor and monocyte
chemoattractant protein-1 in Behget’s patients with venous
thrombosis.

Clin Exp Rheumatol 2005; 23 (Suppl 38): S42-S48.
Summary: The levels of angiogenic cytokines are signifi-
cantly higher in BS patients with acute thrombophlebitis
compared to BS patients with chronic thrombophlebitis and
patients having only mucocutaneous involvement according
to this cross-sectional study. The increase observed was com-
parable with that found among the controls who had acute
thrombosis related to other causes.
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