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Target Audience
This activity is designed for rheumatologists.

Statement of Need
Mortality in Rheumatic Diseases is a much-neglected area, which 
could give an improved visibility to these diseases and sense of 
urgency concerning treatment, as well as support for further re-
search for rheumatic diseases. In many patients, diseases such as 
vasculitis, scleroderma, systemic lupus erythematosus, polymy-
ositis, etc. have a natural history disease that includes as severe 
a risk of early death as most forms of cancer and cardiovascular 
disease.  However, rheumatic diseases are not associated with 
a similar aura of severity as neoplastic and malignant diseases. 
Rheumatologists, rheumatology fellows, internists and family 
practitioners need to understand the severity of rheumatic diseas-
es by promoting knowledge of increased risk of premature death.

Educational Objectives
• describe the mortality risks posed by many rheumatic diseases,

specifi cally, ankylosing spondylitis, scleroderma, systemic  
lupus erythematosus, and vasculitis.

• discuss effective treatments for rheumatic diseases and the 
importance of early and effective intervention.

Accreditation Statement
The NYU Post-Graduate Medical School is accredited by the    
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education to pro-
vide continuing medical education for physicians.

Credit Designation Statement
The NYU Post-Graduate Medical School designates this education-
al activity for a maximum of 9.0 AMA PRA Category 1 CreditsTM. 
Physicians should only claim credits commensurate with the ex-
tent of their participation in the activity.

Method of Participation
To receive up to 9.0 CME credits, read this supplement, which 
should take 9.0 hours of your time, complete the post-test with 
a minimum passing grade of 70%, complete the evaluation, and 
submit to the NYU Post-Graduate Medical School (instructions 
enclosed).

This activity is valid for credit from December 15, 2008 through 
December 14, 2009.
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